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The past year has been an overwhelmingly positive one for Whitwick Parish 

Council as we have increasingly put the challenges of the pandemic behind us 

and delivered for the people of our village. 

 

We hope residents and visitors alike have continued to enjoy our park and 

other green spaces that we have responsibility for. Similarly we hope that you 

have benefited from the many improvements that have been delivered over 

the past year. 

 

Throughout 2021 and into 2022 the parish council is proud to have delivered a 

new footpath at the entrance of Whitwick Park; new benches on 

Loughborough Road and Hall Lane together with a replacement 

commemorative bench at the Miner’s Wheel; the installation of a new and 

accessible play area at Hilary Crescent and improved access to Holly Hayes 

Wood; improvements to the play equipment at Hermitage Road / Green Lane; 

new and improved Christmas lighting; improved footpaths and access to 

Whitwick Park Hall; the construction of an accessible path from Green Lane to 

the play area and green space; continued work to deliver a poignant memorial 

garden in Whitwick Park; and we are now in the process of installing brightly 

coloured benches to commemorate those who were lost and those who 

served during the pandemic, we hope that you enjoy them. 

 

The Parish Council has been proud to support local groups through the award 

of small grants and have been proud to deliver and support events around the 

village. We were pleased to take part in the centenary celebration of the 

formation of Whitwick’s branch of the Royal British Legion; erected 

remembrance poppies throughout the village; held a coffee morning in 

support of MacMillan Cancer Support; delivered Coffee in the Park with Rural 

Connect; supported our local Easter Egg Hunt; and were delighted to support 



the construction and unveiling of the Whitwick Colliery Disaster Memorial in 

Hugglescote. 

 

All of this has been achieved whilst continuing to freeze the amount of council 

tax local residents pay to the parish. 

 

At the start of the civic year we were saddened by the death of Mr Andy Dyke 

who had helped so much with the implementation of our successful vehicle 

activated sign scheme, our thoughts and prayers continue to be with Andy’s 

family. Last autumn we were disappointed by the entirely understandable 

resignation for personal reasons of Cllr Terry Oldham, we wish Terry the very 

best.  

 

As a result of Cllr Oldham’s resignation we were delighted to welcome Cllr Sue 

Colledge back to the Parish Council. Sue was elected to the parish council as a 

result of the first ever parish council by-election in Whitwick. For local 

democracy to have mandate it is always better for the public to choose their 

representatives, I would urge anyone and everyone to consider serving their 

community by putting their name forward as a parish councillor at next year’s 

local elections. 

 

Finally, as I prepare to stand down as Parish Council Chairman, may I take this 

opportunity the thank every parish councillor for the hard work that they do; 

every councillor contributes to this council in their own way and with their own 

talents, thank you.  

 

I would also like to thank those members of the community who help and 

support the work the parish council does either by sitting as non-councillors on 

some of the Parish Council’s committees or by supporting individual projects. 

Your contributions are immense and appreciated. 

 



Most importantly may I thank our staff for their hard work over the past year? 

You do an amazing job, at times in difficult circumstances, both diligently and 

professionally. I am sure every member of this parish council would want me 

to convey their thanks to you on behalf of the residents of Whitwick. 

 

Councillor Leon Spence 

Chairman Whitwick Parish Council 



 

    Established 1983 

Our financial year for 2021/2022 began on 1 June and we were still in lockdown due to the 

COVID 19 pandemic.  In November 2020 we had to close to the public a second time and 

didn’t reopen until 6 July 2021. We never anticipated having to be closed for such a long 

time. This pandemic has had an unprecedented effect on people and businesses. We are 

now open as normal on Tuesday evenings and Wednesday and Saturday mornings.  

During closure the Station was completely rewired and repainted internally and externally.  

We have also taken the opportunity to reorganise our archives and thanks to our Archivist, 

together with several willing volunteers, the media room is now looking in good order with 

information being much easier to find.  

The photographs in our windows are regularly updated and it’s a pleasure to see people 

stopping to admire them.  

Our members continued to support us with the majority renewing their subscription, for 

which we were very grateful.  Our 2022 calendar also proved extremely popular.  Local 

businesses continue to support us with advertising in the calendar and a few selling them 

for us.   

Our volunteers have always been on hand to assist in family history research.  We receive 

queries relating to family history via email, our website, and our Facebook page. These 

queries are passed to two of our volunteers who spend a great deal of time trying to help as 

much as possible. The queries can be local, national and in some cases international. 

Covid-19 also prevented us from having our usual open Annual General Meeting in June.  

We postponed it until 26th August, when the elected Committee were as follows: 

Marlene Pearson  Chair    

Maureen Partridge  Vice Chair   

Susan Calcutt  Secretary   

Lisa Collins   Treasurer   

Gerald Berrington Membership Secretary and Health & Safety Officer 

Pauline Smith Archivist 

Trevor Gee  Committee Member 

Daphne Hewitt Committee Member 

Stephen Johnson Committee Member 

Our Link Councillor with Whitwick Parish Council is Councillor Peter Moult. 

Daphne had been our Treasurer for many years, but at the AGM stood down and Lisa was 

elected in her place.   

WHITWICK HISTORICAL GROUP 

ANNUAL REPORT TO 

WHITWICK PARISH COUNCIL 

12 MAY 2022 



Projects/Events Completed: 

➢ In September 2021, we took part in the ‘Hello Heritage’ event organised by North 

West District Council and South Derbyshire District Council. However, this could not 

take place in its usual format, but we did have four display boards around the village, 

which were based on the Charnwood Forest Railway; Whitwick’s early history; 

Whitwick Colliery; and the late Dennis Baker, who had been a researcher, leader, 

mentor, and supporter of several heritage groups in the local area.  Denis was a 

long-term friend of WHG.  

➢ Presentations have been made on various topics to: Year 5 New Swannington 

School; Year 6 Holy Cross School; Shepshed Historical Society; Thringstone WI and 

Thringstone Scouts. 

➢ We attended the reopening of Snibston Colliery Tours; and the unveiling of the 

memorial for victims of the Colliery Disaster in Hugglescote. 

Future Projects/Events: 

➢ 18th May: A guided walk around Whitwick and 25th May: a guided walk starting at the 

Monastery: both walks part of the National Forest Walking Festival. 

➢ 2nd June joining WPC & Woodstock in Whitwick at their Jubilee event 

➢ 3rd June WHG’s Jubilee event at the Old Station. 

➢ 23rd June:  WHG’s AGM 

➢ 5th July a guided walk around Whitwick as part of the Leics & Rutland Festival of 

Archaeology. 

➢ September: again taking part in ‘Hello Heritage’ 

The Group is a member of the Leicestershire and Rutland Heritage Forum which is for all 

museums and heritage organisations in Leicestershire, Rutland, and the city of Leicester.  It 

is also a member of the North West Leicestershire Local Heritage Networking Group.   

On behalf of the WHG Committee, I would like to record our thanks to the Parish Council for 

their support and for the maintenance work carried out at the Station during the past year.  I 

would also like to thank the Parish Manager for her help and assistance to ensure that we 

took the appropriate actions to ensure our reopening was in a Covid-safe manner.    

As with all small charities, finance is always an issue, and our ongoing costs are increasing. 

Our main sources of income are our membership fees and the sales of our annual calendar.  

Membership of the Group has remained steady this year.  I am pleased to report that our 

finances remain on a sound footing. 

 

Marlene Pearson 

Chair 

 

 

 


