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MINUTES of the MEETING of WHITWICK PARISH COUNCIL held on 
THURSDAY 20 JANUARY 2022 at 7.00 pm in Park Hall, Whitwick 

Park, off North Street, Whitwick. 
 

 

Present: Councillor L Spence (Chairman) 
 

Cllrs A Barker, L Collins, S Gillard, T Gillard, J Straw, R Woodward and M 
Wyatt 

 

In Attendance:  

Mrs C Tibbles PSLCC, Parish Manager/Responsible Finance Officer  

Mrs T McLean, Deputy Parish Manager 

5 members of the public [except Item 2788] 

 
Prior to the meeting, the Parish Manager explained that following the public 

call for an election, the council was now in purdah and that from 6 January 
until 10 February (inclusive) there were restrictions on publicity and events.  

The council decision making process continued but it was important that 

resources were not used to profile any candidate, whether currently a 
councillor or not.  NWLDC had advised that the focus of this meeting was 

on the decisions that councillors needed to be making. 
A further statement was also read to remind everyone present about civility 

and respect. 

[NB Agenda Item 2010 was corrected to become Item 2779(B)] 

 

 

2765. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllrs L Gillard, P Moult. 

2766. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Wyatt declared a disclosable non-pecuniary interest in all planning 

matters relating to North West Leicestershire District Council.   
Cllr Barker declared a disclosable non-pecuniary interest as a Director of 

Holly Hayes Woods, a member of Whitwick Historical Group and a non-
pecuniary interest as a signatory at Walkers Flats Allotment Group. 

Cllr Woodward declared a disclosable non-pecuniary interest as a member 
of Whitwick Historical Group. 

Cllr Straw declared a disclosable non-pecuniary interest in all planning 
matters in the green wedge as a member of Whitwick Action Group and a 

disclosable non-pecuniary interest as a member of Whitwick Historical 
Group. 

Cllr S Gillard declared a disclosable non-pecuniary interest in all matters 
relating to North West Leicestershire District Council as a member of the 

Planning Committee and a governor at Parsonwood Hill School. 
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Cllr Collins declared a disclosable pecuniary interest as a Trustee of 
Whitwick Historical Group. 

Cllr T Gillard declared a disclosable non-pecuniary interest in all matters 
relating to North West Leicestershire District Council as a cabinet member 

and in all mattes relating to Leicestershire County Council and a non-

pecuniary interest in the Hermitage Leisure Centre. 

2767. MINUTES  

Members noted the minutes of the previous meetings held on 16 
September, 14 and 21 October, 18 November, 9 December 2021 and 13 

January 2022 were deferred to a future meeting and the Parish Manager 

confirmed that the following month would be set aside to work on producing 

these. 

2768. COMMUNITY POLICING  

Noted that a Beat Surgery had been hosted at the Community Office on 
Wednesday 13 January at 11 am and a date for the next surgery was 

awaited.  Members heard that 2 drug raids had taken place earlier that day. 

2769. PUBLIC QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION  

A member of the public sought assistance from the council, having asked 
previously, about excessively noisy fireworks and the Parish Manager was 

asked to write a letter to remind a local establishment that using low noise 
fireworks showed more consideration for the community.  Cllr Wyatt said 

that the District Council had passed a motion for only low-noise fireworks 
to be used at District events or on District land and if details were available, 

the parish council could consider endorsing a similar motion.  A member of 
the public reported several heavyweight lorries using Castle Street and 

Cademan Street, sometimes at speed and was advised that keeping a log 
of evidence would be the first step to seeking a solution.  District Cllr T 

Gillard reported that in response to a previous request, a litter bin was 

being replaced and thanked a member of the public for their vigilance. 

2770. VAS SCHEME - DATA REPORT   

Members noted that the latest information on the Vehicle Activated Signs 
would be available on the website shortly at 

https://whitwickpc.org.uk/news/ to show different results of outgoing and 
incoming traffic.  Cllr Wyatt reported that the District Council would not be 

replacing their VAS signs in Coalville when maintenance was next required 

and suggested the Parish Manager ask for Whitwick to be considered when 

they were being disposed. 

2771. THE FUTURE OF HERMITAGE LEISURE CENTRE  

Members noted a recent meeting had taken place for the Steering Group 
and in the absence of Cllr Moult (the parish representative) District Cllr S 

Gillard was asked for an update as he was also a member of the committee.  
He had no new information to report.  The proposals by Coalville C.A.N. for 

https://whitwickpc.org.uk/news/
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community use of the building had been submitted and District Cllr T Gillard 
said there was no decision yet on those negotiations.  He added the external 

consultant was still exploring options from the results of the many surveys 
undertaken and he hoped there would be news soon.  The opening of the 

new leisure centre was likely to be 19 February. 

2772. CONSULTATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS  

Members noted/resolved that: 

a) the invitation to comment by the County Council on the Enhanced 
Partnership Plan and Scheme could be responded to individually by 

members who wished to do so; 

b) a response be sent to North West Leicestershire District Council 
BUDGET CONSULTATION 2022/23 expressing disappointment 

that they would be introducing a new annual charge for any 
additional bins for residents;  

c) information from the Pageantmaster for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Beacons regarding the additional celebrations that could be held 

between 2-5 June for and by communities (information previously 
circulated to members).  Council deferred deciding on any parish plans 

or provisional arrangements to a future meeting, noting that County 
Council information about street closure process/charges was awaited; 

d) the North West Leicestershire Affordable Housing Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD) had been adopted on 9 December 2021 and 

provided further detail about the application of the affordable housing 
policies in the Local Plan; 

e) the County Council had issued guidance notes for parish councils who 

wished to participate in the annual Snow Warden Scheme. 

2773. POLICY REVIEW 

Resolved that: 
a) the target general reserve figure would remain at 35% and the 

Financial Reserves policy remain unchanged; 
b) delegated authority be granted to the Parish Manager to support 

or make nominations for honours, normally in consultation with 
2 parish councillors.  This would enable the need for strict 

confidentiality to be maintained, which could not be met if a full council 
decision was sought during public agenda items.  The Civic Protocols 

policy would be amended to reflect this change.  Members noted this 
would not apply to an award of Honorary Freeman as the law required 

the award to be made at a Special meeting of the Parish Council.  
However, it would be helpful in this instance if a councillor made a 

written nomination, supported and signed by 5 more councillors in order 

for a decision to be taken in confidential session by full council.  The 
person nominated could then be approached to check if the honour 

would be accepted, with the special meeting and appropriate reception 

then being arranged.  The Civic Policy would be updated. 

2774. NOTICE OF POLL FOR THE HERMITAGE WARD  
The Parish Manager reported that 2 valid nominations had been confirmed 

by the District Council on 14 January and an election would be held on 
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Thursday 10 February.  Members noted the candidates had been named as 

Sue Colledge and Craig Andrew Smith. 

2775. FINANCIAL MATTERS  

Resolved to add the Deputy Parish Manager to the Unity Trust 
banking mandate to have access to set up electronic payment (but 

not authorisation).  This would be in addition to the RFO and the 
Administrative Assistant.  Authorisations of electronic payments 

would need to be made by two councillors from among those 
already on the bank mandate.  On behalf of the council, the Chairman 

welcomed Tracey McLean, the new Deputy Parish Manager to her first 

council meeting. 

2776. COUNCIL STRATEGIC PLANNING  

Resolved to accept the strong recommendation of the Parish 

Manager to meet together as a whole council and discuss/plan their 
collective future aims for the parish and commit to create a better 

working relationship.  To accommodate availability of every single 
member, it may not be possible to hold this promptly and LRALC 

would be asked about evening availability as Saturday mornings 

were clearly not suitable.  

2777. STAFFING COMMITTEE – NEW MEETING DATES  

Resolved to schedule quarterly meetings with the Parish Manager 

on 10 February, 23 June, 8 September, 15 December, 9 March 2023. 

2778. NATIONAL DAY OF REFLECTION 23 MARCH 2022  

Noted that the application had been submitted by the Deputy Parish 

Manager and duly acknowledged, with 2 benches/trees confirmed for 

Parsonwood Hill Recreation Ground and Thornborough Road and a decision 

pending on Hilary Crescent and Green Lane/Hermitage Road locations. 

2779. BUDGET– 2022/2023  

Members noted: 

a) the revisions made to the previous budget plan by resolution at the 

extra council meeting held on 13 January 2022; 
b) the changes to the staffing budget following resolution at the above 

meeting, with one clarification being requested at a future meeting;  

c) to defer adoption of the budget version 4, as circulated.  

2779(B)  PRECEPT 2022/23 [NB item renumbered] 

Members discussed this item but deferred any decision to the next meeting.  

2780. PLANNING MATTERS  

a) Applications   

The Council had been consulted by NWLDC on the following 

applications and the recommendations resolved: 
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REF 22/00055/FUL - 243 Church Lane - Retention of existing one bedroom 

detached annexe - no objection raised  

REF 22/00013/ADC - Coalville Leisure Centre Land Adjacent To A511, 
Stephenson Way - Display of 3 no. illuminated fascia signs and 1 no. non-

illuminated fascia sign - no objection raised [NB name inaccurate] 

REF 21/02366/FUL - 45 Carterdale - Erection of a single storey side 

extension - no objection raised  

REF 21/02339/FUL - 66 North Street - Erection of a detached garage for 

the safe storage of plant and equipment for maintenance of the site - no 

objection raised  

REF 21/02320/FUL - 86 Rosslyn Road - Erection of a two-storey rear 
extension, single-storey side extension and canopy to the principal 

elevation of the dwelling - no objection raised  

REF 21/02315/FUL - The Three Crowns 25 Market Place - Conversion of 

existing public house to smaller public house with 4 no. 1 bed apartments 

at ground and first floor levels, together with associated external and site 

alterations - no objection raised  

REF 21/02305/FUL - Land Adjacent To 133 Brooks Lane - Erection of one 
dwelling and associated works - no objection raised  

b) Delegated Response taken by Parish Manager on 17 December:  

REF 21/01553/VCU - Land At Talbot Street LE67 5AX - Variation of 

conditions 2, 9, 13, 20 and 21 of planning permission 
17/01175/FUL to allow for a relocated site access arrangement, 

change of finish floor levels to plots 6 and 7, and the addition of a 
rooflight to the front elevations of plots 3 – 7 for fire egress   

Response submitted “Further to your notification of the above planning 
application, the parish councillors have been consulted and I am able to 

take a delegated decision that the following objection is to be made: 
There are strong objections to the location of revised site entrance 

being requested.  When approaching the site on Talbot Street from 
the direction of Thringstone, drivers will not see vehicles 

entering/leaving the site because of the bend which is also on the 
brow of a hill.  Members feel this a serious hazard to motorists and 

when large deliveries are being made to the site it is also hazardous 

to oncoming traffic from the village centre.” 

REF 21/02275/ADC - 1 Market Place - Display of no.2 internally 

illuminated advertisement signs and display of an internally 
illuminated free standing totem sign (deadline 30 December, extension 

not granted, Parish Manager unable to take a delegated decision as 

insufficient response from members) 

c) Decisions 

NWLDC had now approved the following applications: 

REF 21/02100/NMA – 3 Cragdale - Non-material amendment to planning 

permission 20/00883/FUL for the removal of first floor rear window  
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REF 21/02099/FUL - 218 Thornborough Road - Erection of single storey 

rear extension (deadline 22 December) 

REF 21/02041/FUL - 6 Bridle Road – (amended) Erection of two storey front 

extension (deadline 14 days from 24/11/21) 

AMENDED REF 21/02135/FUL - 76 Cademan Street - Erection of single-
storey front and rear extensions and a detached garage room (deadline 13 

December) 

REF 21/02131/FUL - 53 Rosslyn Road - Erection of a single-storey side/rear 

extension (deadline 13 December) 

REF 21/02094/CLP – 22 Brooks Lane - Certificate of lawful proposed 

development for the erection of single-storey rear extension (deadline 1 

December) 

REF 21/02174/CLE – 79 Peterfield Road - Certificate of lawful existing 

development relating to householder extensions 

REF 21/01931/FUL (amended)- 23 Rosslyn Road  - Erection of a two-storey 

front extension and a single-storey rear extension (deadline 3 November, 

extension granted to 19 November)  

REF 20/01670/FUL - Land Rear Of 87A Talbot Street - Erection of one 

dwelling 

NWLDC had now refused the following applications: 

REF 21/02009/FUL - 20 Cademan Street - Erection of two-storey front 

extension and detached double garage with glass balustrade above 

(deadline 17 November, extension granted to 19 November) 

REF 21/01065/FUL – 67 Church Lane - Erection of one dwelling and 

associated works (Replied 21 June unable to submit a delegated response)  

2781. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT AND GENERAL PURPOSES 

COMMITTEE  

Members deferred noting the minutes of the PMGP Committee meetings 
held on 7 October and 4 November, 2 December 2021 and 6 January 2022 

(as they had not yet been written). 

2782. WORKING PARTY/LINK COUNCILLOR REPORTS - PARISH 

PROJECTS 

Resolved/noted that:    

a) Standing Orders Review meeting – meeting due but not yet re-arranged 
b) Finance Working Party – no meeting scheduled; 

c) Environment Working Party – meeting not held; 
d) Defibrillator Link Councillors – no further update; 

e) Flood Action Plan Link Councillor – no further update;  
f) Quarry Link Councillor – a meeting was being held on 17 February and 

in response to a question, it was confirmed that blasting was taking place 

only as planned;  
g) Website Link Councillors – no review had been scheduled; 

h) Whitwick Historical Group Link Councillor(s) – no report available; 

i) Hermitage Leisure Centre Steering Group Link Councillor – no report 
available; 
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j) Royal British Legion Link Councillor – no report available 
k) County Council Biodiversity Group Link Councillor – vacancy to be filled; 

l) Whitwick Colliery Disaster Memorial Partnership Team – Cllr Woodward 
reported that the Opening Day would be held in April in Hugglescote and 

the names of the Whitwick miners who died would be listed on the 

memorial.  Arrangements were being finalised. 

2783. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS -for information only  

Cllr T Gillard said the consultation on the District budget had already been 

discussed earlier in the meeting. 

2784. COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT -for information only 

Cllr T Gillard reported the County Council was also preparing their budget 
but had received confirmation that the new Members’ Highway Fund would 

be continued next year for the same amount, although the system would 
be streamlined and more closely guided.  Confirmation was given that the 

County were awaiting information from the police to support the request 

for streetlights to be put back on. 

2785. PARISH MANAGER’S REPORT AND MATTERS PENDING 

This was deferred to the next meeting but the Parish Manager said her TOIL 

hours had risen from 106.50 hours owed on 13 December 2021 and was 

now 126.73 hours due to late budget decisions. 

2786. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

Noted/resolved:  

a) that income of £1674.57 had been received in the latest period (cash 
listings circulated) and £0.75 interest on the deposit account; 

b) to approve the payments of £31,011.41 for the latest period (as 
circulated); 

c) to approve the virement of £14,394 from defunct salary codes to 
one general code for Staff Salaries and journals for £2302.59; 

d) the latest income and expenditure report for 2021/22; 
e) the bank balances at last month end were Unity current a/c 

£253,080.66; Unity Deposit a/c £12,215.69 and CCLA Public Sector 
Deposit Fund £145,000; 

f) to note that one salary cheque issued in December was declined by Unity 
Bank on 7 January and needed a new cheque to be issued to the 

employee. 

2787. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

Resolved:  That having regard to the confidential nature of the business 

to be transacted and the need to consider advice, publicity in respect of 
which would be prejudicial to the public interest, the press and public be 

now excluded from the meeting in pursuance of Section 1 of the 

Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended. 
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2788. STAFFING MATTERS 

Noted/resolved:  

a) the satisfactory induction and initial training by the Parish Manager of 
the two new part-time staff, with benefits clearly making an operational 

difference already, after just 5 weeks in post  

b) the maternity vacancy for 13 hours per week for up to 12 months 
would need to be finalised in a timely manner and approved the 

arrangements for temporary part-time staffing, as previously 
outlined to the Staffing Committee; 

c) to receive the revised staffing budget calculations for year end 
and following year in line with decision made at meeting on 13 

January. 
 

 

Full signature of Chairman: .....................................  Date: ……........... 

 

 
 
 
 

The meeting terminated at 8.12 pm 
 

Date of next council meeting:    Thursday 27 January 2022 at 7 pm 
and Thursday 17 February 2022 at 7 pm 

 


