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MINUTES of the MEETING of WHITWICK PARISH COUNCIL held on 
THURSDAY 13 JANUARY 2022 at 7.00 pm in Park Hall, Whitwick 

Park, off North Street, Whitwick. 
 

 

 

Present: Councillor L Spence (Chairman)  
 

Cllrs A Barker, L Collins [except part Item 2764b], T Gillard [except Item 2760],    

P Moult, J Straw and R Woodward  

In Attendance:  

Mrs C Tibbles PSLCC, Parish Manager/Responsible Finance Officer [except Item 

2763] 

1 member of the public [except Item 2763] 

 

 
Prior to the meeting, the Parish Manager explained that following the public 

call for an election, the council was now in purdah and that from 6 January 
until 10 February (inclusive) there were restrictions on publicity and events.  

The council decision making process continued but it was important that 
resources were not used to profile any candidate, whether currently a 

councillor or not.  NWLDC had advised that the focus of this meeting was 

on the decisions that councillors needed to be making. 
A further statement was also read to remind everyone present about civility 

and respect. 
 

 
 

2757. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllrs L Gillard, S Gillard and M Wyatt. 

2758. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Barker declared a disclosable non-pecuniary interest as a member of 

Whitwick Historical Group and as a signatory at Walkers Flats Allotment 
Group. 

Cllr Woodward declared a disclosable non-pecuniary interest as a Director 
of Holly Hayes Woods and as a member of Whitwick Historical Group. 

Cllr Straw declared a disclosable non-pecuniary interest in all planning 
matters as a member of Whitwick Action Group and a disclosable non-

pecuniary interest as a member of Whitwick Historical Group.   
Cllr Moult declared a disclosable non-pecuniary interest as a Link Councillor 

and member of Belton and Whitwick Royal British Legion, as a Link 
Councillor and member of Whitwick Historical Group, as a Link Councillor 

and member of Whitwick Bowls Club, Link Councillor for Thornborough 
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Road Allotment Society and as a Link Councillor of the Leisure Centre 
Steering Group.  

Cllr Collins declared a disclosable pecuniary interest as a Trustee of 
Whitwick Historical Group. 

Cllr T Gillard declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in Item 2760 and 
would take no part in the discussion as a Cabinet member of North West 

Leicestershire District Council and a non-pecuniary interest in all matter 

relating to Leicestershire County Council. 

2759. PUBLIC QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION  

A member of the public asked for feedback from County Cllr T Gillard on 

the waste bin that had been raised the previous year.  Cllr T Gillard 

undertook to follow up the next day.  

Following advice received, members noted that there was no facility for a 
person to ask questions on behalf of someone else who was not attending 

during public participation.  A person could ask someone to do so but any 

question raised would actually be asked by the person who was asking it.  
Names were not a requirement (and were not minuted by the Parish 

Manager).  Therefore, a question should not be read out “on behalf of ……” 

another person. 

2760. THE FUTURE OF HERMITAGE LEISURE CENTRE  

[Cllr T Gillard left the meeting at 7.05 pm] 

Members noted that Coalville C.A.N. had submitted their proposals on 

‘meanwhile use’ for the Hermitage Leisure Centre after it became empty 
and asked the District Council to grant use of parts of the building for their 

occupation.  This was discussed and members were grateful for the 
opportunity to see the proposals but would need more information when 

plans became clearer. 

[Cllr T Gillard re-joined the meeting at 7.18 pm] 

2761. PLATINUM JUBILEE AND EVENTS 2-5 JUNE 2022/23  

Following consideration, members resolved: 

a) that the previous agreement to support Whitwick Scout Group 

for the Beacon Lighting celebration (now taking place for the 
Jubilee on Thursday evening, 2 June), with Cllr Collins as the Link 

Councillor would be supported under parts a), b), c) and g) of the 

Partnership Working procedures; 

b) that the opportunity for working in partnership and/or support for other 

events for the Platinum Jubilee be deferred to the February council meeting 
but to enable residents to hold their own independent events 

(subject to details being agreed) on nearby parish open spaces; 

c) to potentially use the reinstated Events budget (Code 4540) for 
purchase of some bunting, noting this was separate to the budget set 
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aside for the new responsibilities for the Whitwick Remembrance Sunday 

March on 13 November 2022. 

2762. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  

Resolved:  That having regard to the confidential nature of the business 
to be transacted and the need to consider advice, publicity in respect of 

which would be prejudicial to the public interest, the press and public be 
now excluded from the meeting in pursuance of Section 1 of the 

Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended. 

2763. STAFF APPRAISALS AND INCREMENTAL REVIEWS 

[Mrs. Tibbles left the meeting at 7.31 pm] 

Following consideration, members noted/resolved: 

a) the verbal report from Cllrs Straw and Collins concerning the recent 

completion of the Parish Manager's annual appraisal.  After discussion 
of points made councillors agreed unanimously to schedule quarterly 

meetings of the Staffing Committee, commencing February 
2022, in order to cement improved links with the Parish 

Manager and her staff. 
b & c)  the independent staffing review undertaken in December 2020 and 

the recommendations contained therein.  Members resolved 
unanimously to note that the review had been rejected in 

January 2021 and whilst some of its recommendations had 
been subsequently adopted these were decisions taken 

independently of the review.  Members further resolved to 
award the Parish Manager a pay increment of one additional 

Spinal Point on the national pay scale. 

[Mrs Tibbles re-joined the meeting at 8.05 pm] 

2764. BUDGET– 2022/2023  

Members considered/resolved: 

a) to endorse the thanks expressed by Cllr Barker and Cllr 

Woodward for the urgent work undertaken by the Responsible 

Finance Officer on budget calculations and changes.   

[Cllr L Collins left the meeting at 8.57 pm] 

b) Considered Budget Plan version 3.3 and voted according to views 

expressed, resolving by majority decision to amend some cost 
centres and reduce spending (see revised Budget Plan version 4) and 

creatively pursue the following: publicise locations of existing publicly 
available defibrillators; fundraise at events to purchase new 

defibrillator(s); Cllr T Gillard to seek support from the quarry for a 
donation towards Christmas lights for the village; to remove the running 

cost contingency budgets for Park Hall and the Railway Station; 
[Cllr L Collins re-joined the meeting at 8.59 pm] 
Additionally, Cllr T Gillard committed to support funding towards more 
VAS equipment from the County Members Highway Fund and the Parish 
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Manager was asked to email and request this help; Cllr T Gillard was 
also interested in supporting the practical work of moving the VAS 

equipment each month; noted that the parish council was delivering real 
change for the community but that some members could do more to 

help although availability was sometimes a barrier to helping practically. 

 

Full signature of Chairman: .....................................  Date: ……........... 

 
 

The meeting terminated at 9.17 pm 
 
 
[Cllr T Gillard left the meeting at 7.05 pm] 

[Cllr T Gillard re-joined the meeting at 7.18 pm] 
[Mrs. Tibbles left the meeting at 7.31 pm] 
[Mrs Tibbles re-joined the meeting at 8.05 pm] 
[Cllr L Collins left the meeting at 8.57 pm] 
[Cllr L Collins re-joined the meeting at 8.59 pm] 

 

 
Date of next council meeting: Thursday 20 January 2022 at 7 pm 

 
 


